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Bauls of India Have U.S. Premiere at Cleveland Museum of Art 


CLEVELAND (Oct. 21, 2002) — Bauls are seekers of divine love who pursue the holy presence through an eight- 
centuries-old tradition of ecstatic singing and dancing. Their music and philosophy have influenced Western artists such 
as Bob Dylan — whose 1968 album John Wesley Harding had a Baul musician on its cover, The Band and Allen 
Ginsberg. Bauls sidestep religious orthodoxy and conventional society. They stroll, prance, turn and dance while singing 
deceptively simple songs about the wisdom and compassion of ancient Hindu and Sufi saints. This ritual allows the self 
to dissolve so that only the divine presence remains. 

The Bauls of India will have their U.S. premiere at the Cleveland Museum of Art Friday, Nov. 1, 2002, at 
7:30 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. They will appear as part of the Museum’s VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts. Tickets 
are available for $27 and $23 by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at 


www.ClevelandArt.org. 





The word “Baul” refers to three terms: betul (““mad” or “out of rhythm’’); vayu (air), the spiritual energy flow 
that gives life and harmony to all sentient beings; and Guliyd (saint or holy man). Bauls may have a Hindu or Muslim 
background; in both cases they search for Adhar Manush, or God, who exists within the human body. 

Baul poetry, which is sung, includes secret teachings related to srishti tattva (doctrine of the creation of the 
world), atma tattva (doctrine of the soul), deha tattva (doctrine of the body) and prem tattva (doctrine of love). Each 
year, Bauls gather in large numbers to exchange songs, experiences and spiritual teachings. They often live as couples in 
small huts and adopt abandoned children to whom they teach the Baul lifestyle. The family’s living space is called akhra 
and is frequently a meeting place for Baul practitioners, male and female, as well as traveling holy men. Twice a week, 
Bauls visit villages to collect foods such as rice and vegetables. 

Ensemble members will play ektara, a one-stringed instrument; duggi, or kettle drum; gopi yantra or ananda 
lahari, a two-stringed instrument that is plucked; dotara, a four to seven-stringed lute; sarinda, a four-stringed 
instrument that is bowed; and kartal, or small cymbals. 

Members of the ensemble are Parvathy Baul (vocals, ektera and duggi); Viswanath Das Baul (vocals, ektara 
and duggi); Khijmat Ali Fakir (vocals, dotara); Somen Baul (vocals, gopi yantra or ananda lahari); and Niranjan Haldar 
(sarinda). 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! is 
provided by WNWV The Wave 107.3. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection is 
world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a significant international forum for 
exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its holdings, programs, services and 
events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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